
sacrificed in the cause of  

freedom with great courage 

and pride.                        

The youngest of these      

remaining Latino-American  

heroes are in their 80õs and 

90õs, having served in World 

War II, the Korean War, and 

later, the war in Vietnam.                         

Story continued on page 7! 

By Larry Bystran, Alliance National 

Steering Committee Member 

The 65th Infantry       

Regiment 

òBorinqueneersó were 

awarded the well -merited 

United States Congres-

sional Gold Medal in June 

2014 after an extremely 

intense all -out, 2 -year  

national effort by 

Borinqueneers           

Congressional Gold   

Medal Alliance and its 

supporters and partners, 

and key lawmakers in the 

U.S. Congress.                     

Similar in nature to the 

famed Tuskegee Airmen and 

other segregated U.S. military 

units, the 65th Infantry Regi-

ment Borinqueneers were 

the largest, longest-standing, 

& only active-duty segregated 

Latino military unit in U.S. 

history.                             

The Regiment in fact was 

the last segregated unit in 

combat, and thus paved 

the way for the full       

integration of the US 

Armed Forces.                          

Like the Tuskegee Airmen, 

Navajo Code Talkers, Nisei 

Soldiers, and Montford Point 

Marines who were earlier 

recognized with the Congres-

sional Gold Medal, the 

Borinqueneers overwhelm-

ingly distinguished themselves 

in battle, all the while       

enduring the additional   

hardships of segregation,  

discrimination, and adverse 

circumstances. 

Hailing from Puerto Rico , 

the US Army unit was active 

from 1899 to 1956.          

Emblematic of all US military 

veterans, including the hun-

dreds of thousands of Latino-

American veterans, the 

Borinqueneers served and 
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The Borinqueneers  
S P E C I A L  R E P O R T ñ C E L E B R A T I N G  H I S P A N I C  H E R I T A G E !  

The illustrious 65th Infantry 

Regiment Borinqueneers are 

the Latino -American equiva-

lent of the famed Tuskegee 

Airmen and Navajo Code 

Talkers.  Finally, the 

Borinqueneers have been 

recognized in like fashion 

with the United States Con-

gressional Gold Medal, and 

have taken their RIGHTFUL 

PLACE in American history! 

Below, the Congressional Gold 

Medal design was finalized by 

the US Mint on August 10, 2015. 

Above, Pres. Obama leads an    

ovation for the Borinqueneers   

after signing the historic legislation. 

Read òMambo on 

Hill 167ó                         

- a captivating  

story of heroism              

& sacrifice           

despite prejudice.  

See page 2! 

Hispanic Heritage      

Spotlight on the         

65th Infantry Regiment  

òBorinqueneersó          

2015 Collectorsõ Edition 

http://www.borinqueneers.org/
http://www.facebook.com/borinqueneersCGMAlliance
https://www.youtube.com/user/65thCGM
http://www.borinqueneers.org/in-the-news.html


always had a kitchen grinding 

stone and had his men sharpen 

their 10 inch blades, insisting they 

have their bayonet on them at all 

timesñ the men even slept with 

their M-1 rifles with bayonets 

fixed.                                   

After months of outpost duty, 

Clark and his platoon got the 

chance to attack. The mission 

was conceived on short notice. 

The orders were to òraid Chi-

nese outpost positions on Hill 

167 in stealth and darkness; é       

Story continued on page 4! 

By Baltazar Soto, LTC, (Ret.) 

US Army; Alliance Member  

This Korean War battle was 

officially named òOperation Red 

Roosteró by some officer in the 

regiment, but to 1LT Walt B. 

Clark and the men of his pla- 

toon, it will always be called 

òMambo on Hill 167.ó              

LT Clark was platoon leader of 

the 2nd Platoon, C Co., 1st BN, 

65th INF òBorinqueneers,ó 3ID. 

He had recently graduated from 

the Citadel, the Military College 

of South Carolina and the Infan-

try Officer Basic Course. The 

young 21-year-old looked at his 

assignment as a challenge in lead-

ership, since he was selected to 

lead these mostly Spanish-

speaking soldiers from the tropi-

cal Puerto Rican and Virgin Is-

lands. Many officers at the time 

thought it was the kiss of death 

to be assigned to the Puerto 

Rican Regiment. Critics called it 

the òseeeexty feeeethó mockingly 

imitating the Spanish accent of 

most of the regimentõs Puerto 

Rican soldiers. It was considered 

by some in high command at the 

Pentagon and by some senior 

leaders as that òrum and cokeó 

outfit. One general called it a  

regiment of òcoloredó troops, 

unreliable and inferior to conti-

nental òwhiteó soldiers. But 

through two years of intense 

front line combat in the Korean 

War, the 65th Infantry Regiment 

proved all the critics wrong.  

Ever since Lt. Clark had first 

taken command of the 2nd Pla-

toon in Mar 1952, he wanted to 

instill in his men aggressiveness, 

òthe spirit of the bayonet.ó He 

Mambo on Hill 167  B O R I N Q U E N E E R S  

C O N G R E S S I O N A L       

G O L D  M E D A L  

A L L I A N C E  
òMany officers at the time 

thought it was the kiss of 

death to be assigned to the 

Puerto Rican Regiment. 

Critics called it the 

òseeeexty feeeethó    

mockingly imitating the 

Spanish accent of most of 

the regimentõs Puerto    

Rican soldiers.ó 

1LT Walt B. Clark 

òNo platoon member 

living or dead was left 

behind.ó  

 

òArriba muchachos!ó 

 

òOne general called it 

a regiment of 

òcoloredó troops, un-

reliable and inferior to 

continental òwhiteó 

soldiers.ó 

                                   

- From òMambo on 

Hill 167ó 

Above, the daughter of Borinque-

neer Juan Negron receives the   

Medal of Honor for her late father 

on March 18, 2014. 

He received the posthumous honor 

along with several other Puerto Ri-

can, Latino, & other heroes after it 

was determined that their extreme 

heroism was under-recognized in the 

past due to prejudice. 

We honor & thank them all!  

(The Medal of Honor is not to be 

confused with the Congressional 

Gold Medal.) 

Pictured above is MSG Juan E. Negron, first 65th Inf. 

Reg. Borinqueneer ever to receive the Medal of Hon-

or, the Nation's highest award for individual heroism!   
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