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By Larry Bystran, Alliakagonal
Steering Committee Member

The 65th Infantry
Regiment
oBorinqueneer
awarded the well -merited
United States Congres-
sional Gold Medal in June
2014 after an extremely
intense all -out, 2 -year
national effort by
Borinqueneers
Congressional Gold

Medal Alliance and its

The illustrious 65th Infantry
Regiment Borinqueneers are
the Latino-American equiva-
lent of the famed Tuskegee
Airmen and Navajo Code
Talkers. Finally, the
Borinqueneers have been
recognized in like fashion
with the United States Con-
gressional Gold Medal, and
have taken their RIGHTFUL
PLACE in American history!

supporters and partners,
and key lawmakers in the
U.S. Congress.

Similar in nature to the
famedTuskegee Airmemnd
other segregated U.S. military
units, the65th Infantry Regi-
ment Borinqueneers were
the largest, longesitanding,
& only activeduty segregated
Latino military unitin U.S.
history.

The Regiment in fact was
the last segregated unit in
combat, and thus paved

the way for the full

integration of the US

Armed Forces.

Like the Tuskegee Airmen,
Navajo Code Talkers, Nisei
Soldiers, and Montford Point
Marines who were earlier
recognized with the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, the
Borinqueneers overwhelm-

Bvarr

Above, Pres. Obama leads an
ovation for the Borinqueneers

after signing the historic legislation.

ingly distinguished themselvessacrificed in the cause of

in battle, all the while
enduring theadditional
hardships of segregation,
discrimination, and adverse
circumstances.

Hailing fromPuerto Rico ,
the US Army unit was active
from 1899 to 1956.
Emblematic of all US military
veterans, including the hun-
dreds of thousands dfatino
American veterans, the
Borinqueneers served and

freedom with great courage
and pride.

The youngest of these
remaining LatindAmerican
heroes are in thei® 0 6 s
906s, havWaorld
War Il, the Korean War, and
later, the war in Vietham.
Story continued on page 7!

Below, the Congressional Gold
Medal design was finalized by

the US Mint on August 10, 2015.



http://www.borinqueneers.org/
http://www.facebook.com/borinqueneersCGMAlliance
https://www.youtube.com/user/65thCGM
http://www.borinqueneers.org/in-the-news.html
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Above, the daughter of Borinque-
neer Juan Negron receives the
Medal of Honor for her late father

on March 18, 2014.

He received the posthumous honor
along with several other Puerto Ri-
can, Latino, & other heroes after it
was determined that their extreme
heroism was underrecognized in the
past due to prejudice.

|
Pictured above is MSG Juan E. Negron, first 65th Inf. We honor & thank the_m all
(The Medal of Honor is not to be

Reg. Borinqueneer ever to receive the Medal of Hon- . .
) ) S _ confused with the Congressional
or, the Nation's highest award for individual heroism! |4 Medal.)




