State of New York
— | egislative Resolufion=—

Assembly No. 123

BY: M. of A. Arroyo, Aubry, Barrelt, Barron, Benedetio, Boyland, Buchwald, Castro, Clark,
Colton, Gook, Grespo, Cusick, Gymbrowitz, DenDekker, Dinowitz, Englebright, Espinal,
Fahy, Farrell, Fitzpatrick, Gabryszak, Gibson, Gunther, Heaslie, Jaffee, P. Lopez,
V. Lopez, Lupardo, Maisel, Markey, McDonald, Miller, Miliman, Morelle, Moya, Ortiz,
Otis, Peoples-Stokes, Perry, Ramos, Rivera, Roberts, Robinson, Rodriguez, Rosa,
Rosenthal, Rozic, Ryan, Santabarbara, Schimel, Sepulveda, Simolas, Skoufis,
Solages, Steck, Stevenson, Stirpe, Sweeney. Thiele, Titone, Titus, Weisenberg,
Weprin and Zebrowski

MEMORIALIZING the Congress of the United Stales to
recognize the 65th Infantry Regiment known as the
Borinqueneers and request they receive the
Congressional Gold Medal

WHEREAS, Military heroes who served valiantly and honorably in wars in which this
country's freedom was at stake should be recognized by the people of this great Mation and
the courage with which these soldiers fought should never be forgotten; and

WHEREAS, Altendant to such cencern, and in full accord with its long-standing
traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to memorialize the Congress of the United
Stales to recognize the B5th Infantry Regiment, known as the Borinqueneers, and
recommend they receive the Congressional Gold Medal: and

WHEREAS, This auspicious honor is an award bestowed by the United States Congress
and is, along with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award in the United
States: it is given to persons who have had an impact on American history and culture that
is likely to be recognized long after the achievement of the meritorious events; the
Borinqueneers have truly had this kind of impact; and

WHEREAS, Mandated by Congress in 1899, the 65th Infantry Regiment from Puerio
Rico, the Boringueneers, played a prominent role in American military history participating
in three United States wars: World War |, World War 1l and most notably, the Korean War;
and

WHEREAS, Enlisted in the United States Armed Forces, the Borinqueneers
courageously shed their blood, sweat and tears to defend our freedoms; and

WHEREAS, The 65th Infantry Regiment of Puerto Rico earned the sole distinction of
conducting the last batialion-sized bayonet charge in American military history; one battalion
from the B5th Infantry Regiment, the Borinqueneers, gallantly faced overwhelming odds on
February 2, 1951, while in combat against the 9th Chinese Infantry Division; and




-

WHEREAS, The 65th Infantry Regiment served with distinction and valor, eamning fwo
Presidential Unit Citations, an Army Unit Superior Award, a Navy Unit Gitation, two Republic

of Korea Presidential Unit Citations and the Bravery Gold Medal of Greece; and

WHEREAS, The Congressional Gold Medal of Honor would affirm that the 65th Infantry
Regiment, the Borinqueneers, is an American national reasure, who served their country
with honor and bravery; and

WHEREAS, In the spirit of rue American hergism, the 65th Infantry Regiment of Puerto
Rico is an inspiration to every American; they are exceptional soldiers who deserve to be
recognized, commended, acknowledged and remembered by the people of the State of New
York, as well as by all the citizens of this great Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Congress of the United States be, and hereby is, respectiully
memorialized by this Legislative Body to recognize the 65th Infantry Regiment of Puerto
Rico, known as the Borinqueneers, and further recommend that they receive the
Congressional Gold Medal based on their gallant record of achievement on the battlefields,
particularly in Korea from 1950 to 1933, and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmitted to the
President of the Senale of the United States; the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
each member of the Congress of the United States from the State of New York; Frank
Medina, National Chair of Boringueneers Congressional Gold Medal Alliance; Anthony Mele,
Chairman of 85th Infantry Regiment Honor Task Force and great grandson of Leonicio
Beauchamp (65th Infantry Regiment of Puerto Rico - 1917); Javier Morales, President of the
65th Infantry Veterans Association in Puerto Rico; and Juan Varela, New York Gity Delegate
of Boringueneers Congressional Gold Medal Alliance.

ADOPTED IN ASSEMBLY ON By order of the Assembly,

April 23, 2013
il
SJaureao!

Laurene R. Krelzler-Tlerk




