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OoCUPGES U InFCREATION

The conteuts in this History have been obtained from different sources,
L1 ey instances it has been difficult to corroborate certain facts but
t.e source from -hicl obtained has been credible. The majority of the
Tacts obtained however, have been talken from officisl records and writings
outained by the Historical Officer, '

i, y // _
A EA G

JOBe A MURATTI
- o jor Infantry
rdstorical ufiicer



FPORIER COLMALIDING OFFICERS

PORTO RICAL BATTALIO:H

wajor Lorenzo P Davidson
magjor Hben Swift

PCRTIC RICai REGIL u_fi:’T U. &,

Lt Col Jemes A Buchanan

PCRTG RICAM

Lt Col James 4 Bucaanan

Lt Col Charles J Crane
Lt Col Hobart K Baily
Lt Col. Richard R Wilson

PORTO RICAN REGIHELT

Lt Col Richard R Wilson
Lt Col Pobert li Howze *
Lt Ool L i Koeler

Lt Col Andre T Brewster ¥*
Lt Col "Hllianm P Burnhan
Col Edward R Jhrightman %
Lt Col Edwin J Cuwiffith
Lt Col Orvel Towasend
Col Haweard R Cimwriebnan %
Col Lelville S Jarvzs

0ol kelville 3 Jarvis
Col Tenney Ross

Lt Col Samuel ¥ Hoyes
ol George E Estes *
liejor irank L Purdon
ol Ceorge W Helas
Major Lecopoldo kMercader
Jol George L Byroade
Col. Utis R Cole

Col <doan W ¥Wright

Ccl Pussel P Hartle %
Lt Gl ¢ IqusrdLn

Col ¢ohi R 1‘(“1:.(..@;11”»:'.111
Jol apvulio Scvgarra ¥k
Ool kol G Daly -&*

Lt Cel wselvedor ' Roi E 3K
Oul Teorge b Ford ¢
Lis Gk V.R Miller %

PROVISIOLAL RsGIUEKT

SILTY FIrTH IuifasIR

VOLUWNTEER IwFabTRY

liarch 24, 1899 — Dec 1, 1499
Dec 2, 1899 — Feb 19, 1900

VOLUFTEERS

Feb 20, 1900 — June 39, 1901

OF INFadTRY

July 1, 1501 — Sept 24, 1503
bept 25, 1903 ~ Sept 3, 1905
Sept 4, 1905 — Mareh 1&, 1908
lkarca 19, 1903 — June 30, 1508

CF LifFAxTRY

July 1, 1905 — Feb 1, 1909
Feb 2, 190S — July 26, 1912
July 27 1512 — Jan 21, 1914
Jan 22, 1914 — Oct 1, 1914
Cet 2, 1914 — June 16, 1617
June 17, 1617 — Ju_v 10, 1918
July 11, 151G — Dee 23, 1918

Deo 2h, 1913 — Harsh a, 919
April 1, 1916 — Mey 13, 1819

ey 14, 1919 — sept 7, 1920

™Yy
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Sept 8, 1920 — hay 5, 1922
lnaz 67 1922 — Jan 31, 1G25
Feb 1, 1925 — June 17, 19725
June 15, 1525 — April 23, 1528

April 24, 1928 — June 5, 1928
Juue 6, 1923 — lLiay 20, lDﬁl
ey 27, 1931 -~ July 12,

July 13, 1931 — July 6, 19;
July 7, 193/ ~ lizy 20, 1956
lzay 21, 36 — aug 16, 1939
aug 17, 1939 — Get 3, 'L

Oct 1&, 1940 — Gov 3, 1,41
Hov 4, 1041 - lov Wr, 1543
dov 25, 1943 — June 21, 1074
June 22, 1944 — Dec 5, 1944
Dec () l *l"zi' — Dcc 13 4'“5-
Dec l’*l' 174’7 — Jc_..i 4, J b
Jan 5, 1945 ~ Jan 17, 1945



Col Robert B Ransom % Jon 15, 1945 —~ Feb 24, 1945
Lt Col ilson P Colberg ¢ Fe) 25, 1v45 — Harch &, 1345
Lt Col Salvador T Roig % war G, 1945 — July 5, 1945
LYt Col Cesar 4 Cordero ¥ Jul;r 6, 1945 — dug 1, 1345
Col Salvador T Roig %% aug 2, 1945 .- Dec 16, 1945
Lt Col Kawrice F Brotiers “Dec 17, 1945 — april 7, 1546
Col Carlisle B Wilson April &, 1946 — Dec &, 1946
OOL Harry R Simnons Dec G, 1y46 —
* Have attained General Grade
% Commanding Officers in Theater of Operetions.

The following officers have been temporarily in counand of the Regiment
during abseiice of the Commanding Officers.
liajor Charies # Coates Aug 22, 1923 — sept 95 1923
Lt Col Welter C Siort * _ July S ’; 1926 — July 16 1526
Lt Col John 5 Uphaua dan 4, 1929 — Feb 3, 7929
iiajor Leopoldo Merceder ey 27 1931 — Julyr 12, *931
Lt Col li B kavas Uct 4, 1940 — Oct 17, 1640
Lt Col Carl L Cronkhite april 13, 1946 — AnTil 26, 1946

BIOGRAPHY OF THE LAST COLTAIDING OFFICER: COLOUEL CARLISLE B WILSOH

Colonel Wilson was born 11 October 1892 at Grecnville, Forth Carolina.
A'zraduate of West Point on august 30, 1917. liarriec to Lrs Madeline B

gic
Wilson, Has three children; Cerl B; drnest and ificholas,

During his wany years of service, has served in the Uuited States, Turkey,
Hawai, Germany and Pucrto Rico. During the last war served in the European
Theoter of Operations.

das atteuded courscs at Fort Benaing, Georgia and Fort Leaveuwortii,
Kansas.



HISTCRY OF THE MiLTTARY [ PUERTO (11CD

Alert to the importance of military preparednsss, from the earliest days
of the colony the Speniards organized and trained thre Puerto Ricans for dzfenses
At'first the militia existed only in small groups; later & romauhotk perranent
regimenk'was formed, called the "Regimiento de Fijos", whichldistingulshed it-
Sélf severel times during attacks upon the lsland., In 1818 the Spenish Govern-
ment, apperently without good recson, mustered out this regiment, and in 1870
oxtended similar troatment to the remeining Puerto Ricen militia; instead the

Civil Guard, & bodv of troops consisting of Spaniards came into existence.

FORCE SELDCN KEEDED TO PRIUSERVE CRDEE TN PUBKTO RICO

Glancing backward for & moment, we see thot troops heve very seldom besen
ngeded to preserve order in Puertc Kico; the few instonces in which such need
did arise were during the carly days of the colonmy. In 1511 Jucn Ponce de Leon,
the Military Governor, in commend of s hzndful of soldiers took the figld with
his men to subdue en Indian uprising. £t intervels aefter 1520 there were pi-
rate raids upon the coast which demcnded military measures of resistoance and
lzd to the first fortification of Sun Juan.

Although Puerto lLiico never ongaged in ony wars of its own, the Islend
from fime to time became involved in the great contest which Spein was waging,
end most rocently it devoted itself unreservedly to the ceuse of the Allies
in the World Wiar. The record may briefly be summerized:

On November 12, 1595, the English under sndmiral Sir John Hewkins end
Ldmirel Drake were repulsed in their offort to enter San Jucn Herbor; the de-
fenders cmployed 4G pieces of ertillery on El Morro end 100 mors on shipboard.
Sir George Clifford, Earl of Cumberlend, on June 6, 1508, lended &n English
‘force of 1,0CO men at Senturce end zctuclly ceptured cll the deforses of San
Jurn, excepting El Morro. ALn epidemic of Yellow Fever, however, brolke cut

£mon

Vot
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the mosquito-bitten invaders end, within forty deys, compelled their
ﬁithdrawal. The Dutch, under Boudoyno Henrico, in 1625, occupied the city

end for 28 deys besicged El Morro and L& Fortalezo, the issuc wes romanticclly
decided by single combat with swords in which & Puerto Ricen Captein, Amezquita.

defeeted and mortally wounded the Dutch Commander. Sir Ralph Abercrcemby with

\ | ' o
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& large English fleet attocked Sen Juan in 1797, the city then being the second
most powerful stronghold in 21l America; the defense bty the Spanish Captain
General Don Remon de Castro and his army, consisting mostiv cf Puerto Ricans, was
‘so brillant that the attrck failed.

In 1898 the Spanish garrison of Puerto Rico consisted of §,233 regular sol-
diers of all arms and some 9,100 vclunteers, of whom ebout 800 were Puerto
licans. On July 25.an émerican Force of 3,415 men of the Infantry and Field
Arﬁillary, with two companies of Engincers end & detcchment of Signal Troops,
under the.command of Generazl Melson A, Miles, cffected & lunding at Guanica and

Ponce with little opposition; the total of smarican invade}s wes presently in-
creacsed to 15,199 and rapid progress wes mede in oceupying the Islend. The war
then being'in:its later stouges, the American enccuntcred.only.slight rzsistance;
armistice put en end to wctive militery opercticuas on August 12, In accordance
with the Treaty of Paris, the Spenish troops evacu&ted-PuertQ ico in October

\

1898.

MILTTALY GOVELMMENT CREATED

In October 1898, the Americon Military Government wes created, and the

Military Department of Puerto lLilco cssumed control of Insuler Militaury Affairs.

i

Posts were established at Sen Juen, Ponce, Mayaguez Arecibo, hguedilla, Cayey,

San Germen, Beyamon, Menati, Lares, Aibonito snd Vieques, &nd were meintcined
during two yecrs; cll the troops in these Posts were, however, relieved before

Februcry 25, 1901, by detachments of the new Puertc Lican Regiment.

POIiTO RICO BLTTALICN CF VOLUNTFER INFANTRY

Luthority for the orgonization of the first body of notive trcops in Puerto
Kico is found in Section 12 of en ict of Congress cpproved Merch 2, 1€99, (Tho
Army Appropriction Bill). Major Genercl Guy V. Herry, US Voluntecrs, then

. "

Commending the “Pepgrtment of Porto Rieco", publiched Circular 6, Hecdeouarters

"Degartmenﬁ of Porto Eice' ; deted Murch 24, 1899, ordering the rescr uiting of a
beticlion 6f volunteers from the natives of Puerto Rico. The recruiting progres
foirly end in Mﬁy 1899 the BEuttelion wes nenrly fillad.

VOn Moy 20, 1899, drigadier Generzl George W, Davis, US Volunteers, whe had
3ucpaodod General Henry in command of the Depurtment, published Genersl Order

No, 66, "Hemdquarters Department of Porto Lico®, scries of 1899, for the formeti-



.
of the Pattalion and designetion of the compenies as 4, B, C, and D, fixing the
eniistcd strength to 1§o men each,

- |

The first record of the assignment of an officer to duty with this unit is
_ that of Céptain Csmun Latrobe Jr,, who was appointed "Coptain Porto kico Batta-
~lion" on May 17, 1899, but there is reason to believe thet the first of ficer to
asctually serve with the orgenization under & commission in it was Captein Thomes
P, M&ginnis‘(lst Lt 11th Infentry), who nccepted his wolunteer commission Mey
29, 1899. .This officer was one of those who were designeted to enlist end ins-~
truct the pative soldiers, and his cctual service with th;m entidated his volunte
commission,

The records show thot Compeny & was orgenized st beyeguez, Compeny B st
Ponce, and Companies C eand D et San Juan., All the First Sergeunts were Amoricans
The first Ldjutant of the Battalion wes lst Lt Christicn Briend.

Géneral Orders No, 172, "Hecdquerters Depurtment of Porto Rico", dated
Oétpbcr 27, 1899, éuthcrized the strength of thc compesnics to 112 men each, sct-
ting the Puerto Rican organizcotion to the war strength 2uthorized &o stme orge-
nizations in the United Stetes. |

On~chembor L, 1899,anjor Lorcnzo P, Devidson wes relioved from Commznd of
the Bettelion and Mejor Eben Swift succeeded him in commend.

Duringlthe sﬁmmer of 1899 it wes fourd that o number of wusicians had been
enlisted in different compsnies. These men were ct.thered together at San Juen,
carried on special dutics LWAY from their compsnies und wore organized into o
Bernd of 17 or 18 pieces. Thore is no authentic record of the exact dste when thi
organization wes first formed, but from the best information obtainsble it is
believed . to huve beon in pfesentable condition around September or October 1899.
It is evident that the cetucl band in this Departmont, which was part of the
65£h Iﬁfan{ry until 1943, is the continuation of the little band that was formed

in 1899,

POKTO RICO KEGIMENT US VOLUNTEER

On February 12, 1900, Genercl Davis issucd Genirnl Order No. 34, "Hoad-
quartersvDepartment of Porto Lico", series of 1900, directing thet under instruc.
tions ffom the President of the Uhifed States, thru the Sceretary of War, a

Mounted Battalion of Porto Licens, be organized. The ordcr prescribed thot the
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b&ttﬁlion should consist of four companies designated E, F, G\and H, to be the
Mounted Battelion of the "Porto Lico Eegimert™. This was the first official
ellusion of a'Regiment of native troops.

On Fébruary 20, 1900, "Headquarters Depcriment of Porto Rico" issued General
Order No. 38, prescribing thet the two Battalions of native troops shouid be
known ¢s the "Porto Lico Legiment US Voluntoers". The mounted Battolion wos to

be stationed at Camp lenry, Post of Cucyey.

POKTO RICO US VOLUITERR INFLNTR

On March 8, 1900, "Headquarters Depurtment of Porto Rico" issued Gencral
Order No, 50 changing the name of tho hegiment to the "Porto kico Regiment US
Volunteer Inf;ntry" being the 1lst Commanding Officer of the outfit Lt Colonel
JAmos L, Buchtnan.

Of the two authorized sssistant Surgcons of the Legiment one was & native,
Dr. Jose Luge Vina, whe held the ronk of Captain., This wes the first netive

Doctor to hold & commission in the Army.

The band and the lst Pattszlion of the "Porto Lico US Voluntecr Infantry"

e

participated in the inauguration, March 4, 1901 of President Williem McKinley,

hids

undor the commend of Major William E. Almy. This commznd left San Juan on the

transport "Réwlins“‘Fegruary the 25th, and srrived at Nowport Hews, Ierch the
1st. I£ romeined on bosrd the transport until noon of March the 2nd when it
entroined ond resched eshington over the Chessepecke end Ohio heilroad ot
iO:OO PM, and camped down on the top flcor of the Wer Departnment building. It
took part in the parade of March 4, cnd loft Weshington on the Penusylvanie
keilroad ot 7:00 AM, March 5, for New York, crriving st 5:00 PM end going on
board the Transport "Scdwick", which seiled at 4£:00 PM, Mcrch 6, and reached
Sen Juan at 1:00 PM, March llth.. The only Puerto Iicen officcr in this pirade
wﬁs lst Lt Blas Nadal.
'Ac;ording to the rccords; the first Porto Kicon officer in the organized

‘native troops was 1lst Lt Bl:s Nudal, who wes appointed en officcr Irom the renks

on 14 August 18399,
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THE PORTO kKICO PKOVISIONAL REGIMENT OF INFAiNTRY

On May 20, 1901,-Gcnerai Order No. 72, provided for the nustering out of
the "Porto RiqovRegiﬁcnt of Volunteer Infantry" on June 30, 1901, The same
Order euthorized the orgenizetion of a new Kegiment to be known as the "Porto
fico frovisional‘hogiﬁent of Infantry", cnd to be composed of two battalions of
four compenies each end & bend. Bach compeny was to consist of 104 ricn, Com-
penies E, F, G cnd H would constitute the 2nd Battalion, which would be mounted,

- The kegiment as it wos orgenized continued in existence until Jﬁne 30, 1908,
althéugh & reorganization was modo on June 30, 1904, TUp to June 30, 1904, thec
officers were appointed by the Président of the United States, without the comne
sent of the Senate of the United Stuotes. This gave the officers o peculiar statue
insof&r &s they were not considercd in the kegular Service,

Congressional Legislation of 4April 23, 1904, provided for the reorganization
of the kegiment extending its life for = provisional term of four yoars from
June 30, 1904, The changes in the stotus of the officers and mon were radical,
The field officers were rcquired to be detailed from the line of the Army, in the
sane grade, All foiécrs bclow the field grade were to be mustered out of fhe
chimcnt, Juno 30, 1904. The President was then cuthorized by end with the
-advicc and consent of the Senate of the United States, to re-sppoint all those
that.would successfully pass a mental, mercl and physical ecxamination, for a
vprovisional term of four yeurs to begin July 1, 1904, The legislation also au-
thorized the exeminetion of native civilinns to be appointed in thé grade of
secend lieutenants for o term of four years, if they passed the exsmination,
Enliéthents were restricted exclusively for n&tivg citizens of Puerto Rico,

' Examingtions_fnr officers werc sterted around Mry 19, 1904, and the results
were kept socret until July 1, 1904, when recppointments were made. Four
Captains‘&nd & list Lieutenant (Surgeon) failed to pass the exemination. OFf
tho native civilizns whe were examined only onc was successful. His name was
Jaimé Hedal, ﬁho wi.s eppointed & Second Lieutenacnt on July lst, 1904. Lt Joime
Nedel WS & brother of the first netive officer of the Regiment, Lt Blas Nedal,
who diéawDecember 1st 1901,

Again ih‘1905, & battalion of Puerto Rican Treops, part of the Regiment,

\\/—_’\ﬁ/_‘h‘>~\_‘ T ;u‘h—*ﬁﬁ"/—‘%

participated in the insuguration of Prosident Theodore Koosevelt. The commend

L
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. sailed from San Juan on February 23, 1605, on the Stecmship "ircedia" for Wesh-
ington. The steesmer hnd crders to procecd up the Potomac River direét to
Washington. It tied up at the Quarternastor dock st Woshington Ebrracks on
Mearch 3, ot 11:00 PM., The battolion paraded dressed with the Blue Dress Uniform,
as o pért of the 2nd Brigcde of the 1lst Division, commended by Major General
J. F. Wade. The following Pucrtc iicun Officers werc present at the parede hav-
ing made tho trip with the Battalion: Captain Josc Lugo Vina, Asst Surgeon,
and 2nd Lt Jaime Nadel.

vOn January 1905 new examinations were held for the appointment of netive
officers. The rosults were known lete in Morch end sppointments of seven civi-
lians were made ¢s Second Licutenants tc renk from March &, 1905. These op-
poiptees, e1l from civil life &nd ignorent of militery matters werc: Henry C.
Rexcch, Pedrc J. Parra, Eduarde Iricrtc, Teofilo Mariuach, Fugenic C de Hestes,
Louis S. Emmanueclly, énd Pescual Lopez.

No staff officers had evcr‘béén suthorized for the Regiment. On March
25, 1905, one cdditional ceptain wos authorized to be detailed as Regimental
Steff Officer.

During the monﬁh of Docember 1905 gnothor exemination of native civilians
wus held for appointments ¢s Second Lisutenants, 4s the result of oxeminctions
two vacancies wern filled., Anpointments were mede to Mr. Felix Emonuelli end
Mr, Dunicl Liedriguez, buing commissioncd on Februcry 9, 1906, to rank from
Januery 17, 1906.

Tn Junc 1908 all officers of the Regiment were subjected to & physical exa-
mination to determine their fitness for commissions in the Legular Army under
an hct of Congress approved May 27, 1908, 4ll were found physic;liy qualified.

In June 30, 1908, the Porte Lico Provisionel Kegiment of Infentry pessed

out of existence.

: THE PORTO RICO LEGIMENT OF INFANTRY, UNITED STATES LOfY

4

"Phe Porto liico Kegiment of Infantry, United Stetces army" wos crected
July 1, 1908, under suthority of the Let of Congress, approved May 27, 1908, ns
published by General Orders 100, War Depertment, deted Junc 16, 1908, which

mede the lLiegiment a part of the Kegular srmy. The act previded thet the new

feernetE
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Regimeﬁt should be composed of the two battalions of the "Porto Rico Provisional
Regiment'of Infantry", in service on June 30, 1908, By means of the new act
the qffigeré were placed on the seme status with other officers of similar renk
in the army‘except w?th regard to promotion,

The records show that this was the first year (1908) in which the Regiment
trained a baseball team. It entered competition with the Sun Juan Base Pall As-
sociﬁtion, winning the chempionship by a margin of one gome over the pennant
winners of‘the year befere. The Championship finished April 3, 1909.

On July 23, 1909, Mr John Livere was commissioned in the Chaplein Corps.,

" This wes %he first Puerto Ricen to be commissioned in the Army es & Chaplein,
His commission wes effective May 14, 1909,

On November 8, 1909, four new sppointments were mede of natives to fill the
ranks of the liegiment es Sccond Lieutenants. They were Leopoldo Merceder,
Urbino N&dél; Adolfo J. de Hostes cnd Enrique de Orbeta,

On November 9, 1909, 1lst Lt Pedro J, Parra was detailed by the War Depertment
es Milit&fy’Aide to,thé Governor of Puerto Lkiico. This is the first record of a
military Aide to the Governor of Pucrtc Rico from the"Regimunt of Porto Rico",

On_Novombér 1, 1210, znother Boerd of dfficcrs was appointed to examine
native cendidates for eppointment &s‘Socond Lieutenants in the Army. Eleven

cendidates appeared for examination, of which four werc eppointed on November 27,
to renk from November £5, 1910, The four accepted their commissions., The selcc-
ted canaidatos were Enrique Urrutiea Jr., Arturo Moreno Celderon, Carlos lManuel
'Lopez end Raféel Bird.

On January 12,'1911, Major Generzl Frederick D, Gront, Commending the De-
partment of the East arrived &f Puerto kico far an inspecstion of the kegiment,
with épecial reforence to its efficiency for field excrcises, The inspecticn was
finished cround January 20, 1911, Addressing the troops, Genercl Grant said that
"this was one of the best regiments he hcd ever secn, and thet there were few as
geod, Eﬂé none better in the Department under his commend",

On November 6, 1911 another Bourd of officers wus cppointed with the purpcse

}
of récommsnding cendidates for appointrment es Sccond Licutenants to £ill cxisting

 vocencics. Mr Serefin M. Montcsinos tnd Mr Pedrc s. Hernendez werc appointed es
a result of the examinetion given on Jenuary 5, 1912, to rank from_Doccmber‘S,

1911- T \
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The records show that teams from ench compeny participeted in a Rifle com-
petition in August 1915, for the Hervey Trophy. Ccmpeany F won the trophy.

The N&tibnﬁl Match Course wes fired eos prescrited by Bulletin 10, Wer Department
1915. The trophy was presented by Colonel Willicm E, Harvey of the N.G. District
of Columbiﬁ. This is the first rccord obtoimable of Rifle Competitions in the
Régimént;

On July‘l, 1916, a reorgenizetion of the Regiment in accordence with the
proviéions of Section 21 of the cct of Congress approved June 3, 1916 was begun.
This law autheorized the increase of infantry compznics to 100 men as peace quota,
&na to 180 men for war, tnd croated Machine Gun and Supply Compenies, of strength
of 53.&nd 7% for peece tnd wer rGSpectivel&, for the Machine Gun Company, und
& constant‘strength of 37 men for the Supply Compeny. The orgenization of the
3rd Battalion was ordercd by the Kegimental Commaunder in Genersl Orders No, 4,
“Headquartérs Porto Rico Regiment of Infantry", deted July 1, 1916, Lt Jaime
Neudel wes ordered to duty as Instructor at the Arm& Service Schools,

On Jenvary 30, 1917 o new group of Puerto kicens werc sppointed to scrve
as Second Lieutenants cf the,Puertc kico Ltegiment. The appointees wverc Manuel
B, Naves, Enrique M. Benitez, Vicente N, Diez, Andres Lopez, kemon S, Torres,
questo E.'Rodriguez tnd Erneste F, Colon,

Upon the entrance of Americe into the World ¥ar, the Legislature of Puerto
Rico, in & spirit of patriotism, requested that the Selective draft lew be exten-
ded to the island and this was accomplished by Presidentinl Proclemation in May;
Pursuant théreto, 236,863 men were registercd for selection, of which 17,855
. were selected,‘&nd all of them; except 139 reported for service. Camp Las Casas
. wus‘established nosr Santurce by Lt Celonel Orvel P. Townshend, then Commanding
the "Porto hican legiment of Infantry", who wns subsequently relieved of command
cf the éamp‘bvarigadier General Edwérd'Christm&n. Threc training comps were
‘cenducted in which by July 20, ¢ totel of 706 officers were troined and commis-
siongdqb By the date of the Armistice, the Infantry Brigede at Camp Les Casas
hadAaﬁt&ined & high degree of officiency and wes prepered fer oversess service,

Meanwhile, home gucrd units were organized in the verious municipalitics
throughout the Island, consisting of men past the age for field service wno

volunteered for this duty., The force cttoined & strength of 1,500 men.
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On Mey 3, 1917, the kKegiment wns crdsred to racruit te wer strength of
1969 men in order to embark for the Caunal Zoae on the V' arny Tronsport "Buford".

=y

By the 12th of Mry, evervining wes ready for the movement to the now stati
but on this date, orders weré reccived dirceting thuet sveh treops covld not be
&ccommodated‘on the ship and they wsre tc remain cn the Island to awzit & second
voyagé. hecording to instrustions, the lst Bottelion, end Compezuy M, were ordsred
to remain,

On the 14th of lay 1917, the Legiment, less thg units to weit on the Island,

saild from San Juen, Puerto Lice to Celon, Iepnblic of Prnrma. The first contiwa-
gent of troops arrived.at Colon on the 13tk of Mey, On the 23rd of Mey the 1st
Enttalion and Company M, lcss small detechments, sailsd for Penema arriving there
the 27th of May,

On July 16, 1917, four new civilians were appointed 2nd Lisutenants of the
Army., These were Luis F. Cicnchini,Victcr E. Domenech, Antonio 4L, Vazquerz and
Juan E. Guzmen.

During the Wor, the regiment served in Puinsme in defense of the Canal Zone.
Officers cnd enlisted men were detciled for duties outside of their orgenization,
specinlly for the training of civilicns to be inducted into the asrmy. On March
1919 the Regiment returned to Puerto hico from the Ver Garrison at Panuma.

By the reorgenizetion fct cf June 4, 1820, the regiment was redesipnated
‘as "65th Infantry, U. S. Army". There hes beon ne other chenge in the name of
the.Regiment since that tine,

Oﬁ November 15, 1922, « board wes appeinted te moke ¢ selection of o march
to be known as the ‘B5th Infantry Herch”. The becrd wes composed of Lt Colenel
He W, Gregg, Captain Charles 4., Willoughby. end WO Luis kK, Mirenda. 411 selec—
tions‘suggested were played by the Band for the board to corsider., WO Mircnda

v
composed and recommended &n cdaptation of the Puerte liesn cemposition "Borinquen
The board unsnimously approved the recommendation, considering thet the

1

" BRoringuen™ was in fect, the Netionsl Air of Pucrtc Rico. closely linked with the
A s E

hidtory of the ccountry, very populer smong netives snd o murked musieal wrluz,

g =]

It is since that time that the "PBorinquen", ¢s adopted, is kpown ce ths "454h
'
Infantry Horch.

For iz firct time in its history the 65th Infantrv wss prescrtsd >n the

treck and field meet at Jerssy City on June 9, 1823, wherc 2ll the regimcuts of
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the 2nd Corps Area took part. The regiment performers got sécond place, scoring
14 points. With disadvantages resulting from change in climate, the team made
e splendid showing by having the secoﬁd place while participating with other
fifteen contestants, ‘

A Bese Ball Team of the Regiment wes sent to Governor's Islend, New Yerik,
on July 31, 1925. The team was to compete with other regimental teams of the
2nd Corps Area, This ﬁas the first Lease Ball team to visit the United States
from Puerto Hico.

The records of the Regiment for the yeers following the first #World wer show
that the Regiment performed all duties required for similar units. The Regiment
served as a backbone for the preperedness of voungsters in Puerto Rico, Service
was rendered at ROTC's, CMIC's end National Guerd Camps. Almost every officer
in Puerto Rico, either drafted from the Leserve or from the Netional Guard,
had somothing in common with many men from the €5th Infantry, who in one way
or another had been connected with the early stages of military life of those
officers.'

In 1940, with the outcome of hostilities ih Europe, the Regiment, as well
asvall>units of the Afmy, was recrganized and brought to wer strength. New
blood was brought into the lines of the organization., By this time the diseci-
pline of the Regiment was of a very high standard, dus to the fact thzt their
men had been built up for more than twenty years in a stage of responsibility.
New men in fhe line lesrned fhat, and the liegiment scquired & high degree of
discipline.

When Vlar broke‘agaihsé the Pﬁi%ed bStates, the Regiment underwent an exten-
sive training. During the yvear 1942, together with the 295th énd 296th Infantry
kegiment, it was deploved elong the oousts and vitel instelletions of Puerto
Rico, waiting for an expected invesion cf the Island.

..On 7-Jenuery 1943 the Regiment sailed for Peanams where it offered security
to the Paneme Canal, occupying positions in both the Atlantic and Pecific
sides.pf‘the~Isthmus;' During the stey in the Ceanel Zone, intensive'training
was given,-mééﬁoially tn-Jﬁngle Varfare, Specially treined men served as ins-
tructora for many officers eand men of . Letin fmerican 4rmies who were sent to

Paneme for courses on Americon frmy Tectics.



<11~

On 30 December 1943 the Eegiment wus relieved from duty at Paname and sent
to Fort Bustis, Va., after s short stay of about one week z«t Jackson Barracks,
Hew Orleans., At Fort Euétis, the Kegiment went through a‘combét infiltration
course for about two momths. It wes well known at this time thﬁt the regiment
would be moving to Europe at any time, -

On 7 March 1944, Companies L, K, Hq & Hq Co 3rd Bn and detachments from
the Regimental Hq Co, Service Co end Medical Detachment ssiled for North Africa,
arriving.&t Cesablanca. About one month lster the remeinder of the Legiment
sailed for North Africe, After pessing the Straight of Gibraltar it joined the
advance detachment &t Staging Area Ho_Z,.in the Oran Sector. The complete
Regiﬁent sfﬁyed in that staging aree undergoing training. Agout two weeks later
the Régiment wes moved to Camp rort Aux Poules,

On 29 April 44, the 3rd Battalion embarlked on bosrd HMT Strethnaver and
HMS Ordune at kers el Kebir, Cren. The Bettalion é&iled et 1315 on 30 April 44
and arfivéd Naples,_Italy, et 19156, 3 May 44, where it moved by foot to Piaiza
Ggfibaldi, Naples, entréined this stetion at 1145, and wrrived Staging Area
No. 4, Cami Flegfeis, at 1300 the seme dey., On 9 November 44, the Battalion
moved to Steging Area No. 1, &t Bugnoli, Italy, end wes quertered zt ‘Colegio
Consténcio Cieno, where,.while steging, it performed zuard duty snd conducted
some treining.

Upop.orders from the 12th Air Force the Battzlion moved by different
groups to Corsica. The first group Hq Co and Company L, embrrked ebocrd US
SLST 4, on 16 Mey 44, cnd sziled the next dey, arriving Ajeccio, Corsica, on
18 Mey 44, from where the group wes moved by trucks to Chisonaccic, (Corsica).
Company,I'left Neples aboard HMS thuster om 19 Mey 44, and arrived Porto Vecchio,
Corsica, on 21 Mey 44, from where it wos moved by ﬁotor trensportation to So-
lenzéra, (Corsicn). Compeny "K" sailed from licples on 25 Mey 44, end errived
Porto: Vecchio, Corsica, on 26 May 44, from where it wes moved by motor trans-
portation to Chisoncccic. Compeny "M" left Nuples on 29 Mey 44, snd arrived
. Porto Vecchié, Corsice, on 31 Mey 44, from where it wes moved by motor trans-
portation to‘Alto, Alesen, snd Poretta.

'During.the time that the 3rd Battzlion wos with the 12th Air Force af

Corsice, the rest of the Regiment wes ct Port Aux Poules, ‘Oren Sector, under-
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going'amphibious treining. At this time the reginent wes cttached to the 7th
Army for Administretion end to the 91st Infrntry Diviéion ‘for training.
v
Effective 7 June 44, the 5rd Bettalion wes recssigned to the Tth Army with
orders tg rejoin the Kegiment. Movement from Corsice to North Afric: sterted
oh 13 July 44.
| The Regiment wes et this time getting ready to be shipped to Frence.
Compuny C €5th Infentry wes detcched from the outfit end flovm on 17 September 44

to join the 7th Army Hecdquarters where it wes attached to Specizl Troops for

the Security cof the Commend Post., Company ¢ steyed on duty with the Tth Army

Heedquarters until 30 July 19456.

On 22 September 1944, the first elements of the Regiment sterted thelir way
to Frenes., The landing wes mede et the Ports of Msrseille and Toulon. All
troops except Compeny C, were then united st ¢ Steging Ares ¢t Merseille, from
where the regiment wes split aﬁd essigned differont security missions.

On 13 December 44 the 3rd Bn 65th Infantry wes committed to tcction on the
Maritime Alps et Peirs ﬁva. It wes relieved from thé Meritime Alps on
26 February 45. There wes & totel of forty seven bettle casuelties from the
Bttelion in this sector. The first Puerto Micsn Lo be killed at this plece was
Sgt hngel Mertinez. Sgt Martinez wes from Sehens Grende, Puerto Rico, £nd hed
been inducted into the service, on 1o October 1940. He ceme into the Army with
Compeny E 296th Infentry, where he hcd served for some time.

‘ Tﬁe movement of the 3rd Bettelion from the Meritime Alps wis direct to the
Searbrucken Ares, where in conjuction with the lst Betielion, treining xz;

given on atteck to fortified positions znd village fighting.l”
/ )

On 18 Mrrch 45 the CP of the licgiment moved to Kaiserletorn., The Regiment
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&s o whole, wes then used on sccurity missions in differcent tovms end citiss
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round that arca. Leter some orgenizetions of ths Regiment went te the Dis-
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triet of Mcnheim, Germeny, where diffcrent duties, to include Military Govern-

ment sctivities, Anti-sebotoge, cnd Sccurity Missions wsre nerformed.

In the Buronean Theater cf {neraticns units cof tle Fegiment w

its ¢ riment were ewsrde
ot r'c cwol'Uc
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bgttle participation credits ir Naples-Fogia, Rcme—-Arno, Central Eurcpe and

the Rineland Campaings
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 On Getober 15, 1945 the Regiment mcved to Calais, France, which was a

. Staglng Area, and in acco;dance with Letter, Subject: Movement Orders, Ship-

ment F8242, Feadquartcrs US Forces Eurcpean Theater, dated € Cctober 1S45, the

chlment was ordered to Puerto Rico for the nurpose of rehabilitetion and fur-

ther serv1ce.

On Gctober 27, 1945, the Eegiment sailed from Frenee arriving at Puerto

Rico on © Nevember 1945,

BI&VONRY AND INSCRIPTICH OF THE COAT CF ARG OF
THE 65TH INFANTRY

AFLB- Sable, a Maltese cross argent.
CPEST On a wreath of the colors; @ lion rampant gules crewned or.
MOTTO: Homer et Fidelitas
.DESCRIPTICN
This was originelly the Porto Rican Regiment, name chenged to 65th Iniantry

in 1920. Puerto Rico was discovered in 1493 by Cclumbus, and named by him

‘WSan Juan" which name is still retained by the largest city, where the G5th

Infantry has had its Headquarters most of its existenmce. The name "San Juan"

was for the old military order of St. John cf Jerusalem, later known as the

" Knights of Malta, whese habit was black with a white Hzltese Cross, which has

accordingly‘been adopted for the shield of this Regiment. The crest is frem

the arms of Juan Ponce de Leon, the first governcr of Puerto Eico.
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